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Bar & Restaurant Style * Febr

Educational DVDs and a cocktail school are the latest
incentives to the trade from leading puree brand Funkin,
Customers are being offered DVDs featuring tips of the
trade from Ben Reed, as well as the chance to attend the
Funkin School of Cocktails which will offer advice for
venues looking to push the mixological envelope.
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Alex Carlton from funkin & Jay Hugues,
the winner of the day
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we would like to thank all of you who made our first competiton pos-
sible and such a successl... so here is a big THANK YOU to lan &
Warren at Spirit Works, Sissel at Storm Watches, Ben Reed from
IPB, Jasper from 43 South Molton, Matt from Raoul’s Oxford, Mark
rom Brighton Rocks for their time and taking part in the judging.

e also would like to thank the Collection and their staff for their
help throughout the day and all the participants: Stacy Bishop (Blue
Rooms, Bath), Tim Fitz Gibbon (Raoul’s, Oxford), Alexandre Peyraud
(Park Hyatt, Paris), Andy Dodd (Alibi, Bristol), Johan Gelderblom
(Light Bar @ St Martin’s Lane, London), Yoann Lazareth (Le Forum,
Paris), Julien Lafond (Le Forum , Paris), Ryan Woolaston, Jay
Hugues (Blue Rooms, Bath), Eddy Montana (Palm Beach, Cannes),
Marcin Lukasiewicz (Iniquity, London), Merlin Griffith (Bar Stars,
London), Oli Kasicki (London), Tom Green (Alibi, Bristol), Wesley
Harrington (Fine Line, Clapham), Fausto Albers (Amsterdam), Kieran
(43 South Molton, London), Gareth (The Kensington, London) and
Sajmir from the Collection.
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1st Place
JAY HUGUES from the Blue Rooms / Bath

The Robinator

Recipe: 10 ml Ginger Syrup
20 ml funkin Peach Purée
1 b/s Runny Honey
20 ml funkin Lemon Juice
50 ml Monkey Shoulder

Method: Shake & Strain into a martini glass

2nd Place
EDDY MONTANA from the Palm Beach, Cannes, France

Le Martini Normand

Recipe: 30ml Monkey Shoulder
20ml funkin Green Apple Purée
10ml Passion Fruit Liqueur
10ml Mango Purée
1pinch Dried Basil

Method: Shake & Strain into a Martini

3rd Place
YOANN LAZARETH from Le Forum, Paris, France

Funk in Asia

Recipe: 30ml funkin Lychee Puree
50ml Reyka Vodka
10ml Spicy Syrup
10ml Bubble Gum Syrup
10ml Lime Juice

Method: Shake & Strain into a Martini glass
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Bartenders had just 69 seconds, otherwise known as a
Funkin minute, to make their drinks in the Funkinaminute
Cocktail Challenge. Organised by the popular purée brand
with support from Spiritworks, the final of the event took
place at the Collection in West London. Jay Hughes from
the Blue Rooms in Bath took first prize — a trip to
Amsterdam — with his Robinator cocktail featuring Monkey
Shoulder whisky, Funkin peach purée, honey, lemon juice
and ginger syrup.
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Now Incorporating Bar & Restaurant Style * December 2005 * £3.50/S5

Fruit juice and puree specialist Funkin has launched a new
coconut product as part of a range which has now reached
30 items. Funkin Coconut comes in a striking tin package,
has a shelf life of 18 months prior to opening and will be
the ideal product to use should cocktails such as the Pina
Colada make a comeback. It is likely to be followed by
other tropical fruit additions to the range such as lychee
and papaya.
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The Product: FUNKIN’s Pure Pour Lemon

The Lowdown: The introduction of FUNKIN’s Pure
Pour Lemon and Lime - made with 100% fruit, no
added sugar and no bits - has been designed to
transform life behind the bar. A revolution in terms of
convenience and packaging, it has a one year shelf life
and can last for eight days in the fridge once opened,
making it convenient and user-friendly.

The Comments: As a replacement to squeezing fresh
juice yourself, or using a sweet and sour mix, nothing
can be more convenient than this product.
Furthermore, since it can be used as a back-up for
those preferring to squeeze their own - whether in a
bar environment or for external events - it can prove to

reduce costs and wastage. Surely the bartender’s best
friend?
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Funkin launched in the summer of 1999,
when Alex Carlton started selling
homemade smoothies out of the back
of a Smart car to the media companies
in the West End. “It was a morning
round, a little like a milk round except
it was smoothies being sold”, he
explains. Since then, Funkin has
become a wide-spread phenomenon,
with bartenders throughout the land
relying on its unigue taste. What makes
it different from Iits competitors?
Explains Alex: “Funkin sources the
finest quality of fruits globally which
are then pureed at our state of the art
production facilities and packaged into
these fantastic award winning “space
type” pouches. The silver pouches
retain the maximum flavour, colour and
freshness of the fruit, resulting in a
“Fanfunkintastic” fruit puree with
nothing added but a little sugar”. Not
content there, Funkin At Home has
recently been launched too - a bespoke
mobile bar service that allows
consumers to enjoy cocktail culture at
home. “We like to think of it as the
haute couture of drinks catering”, says
Alex. “Every week we get enquires at
the office on how to make certain
cocktails and whether we know any bar
people that can mix and serve drinks in
peoples homes. | just thought that
there is no quality, home service out
there, and because | have a close
association with The Ruby Group,
Jimtiri Lezinska's company, it make
sense to pull on his teams skill to put
‘his package together”



Funkin teamed up with Selfridges
department store, in May, to offer
customers a taste of the exotic. The
initiative co-insides with the store’s
Brazilian promotion, and the Funkin bar
saw Caipirinha’s to be order of the day. In
addition to the classic version, made from
Cachaca, limes and sugar stirred with
crushed ice, Funkin also put their own spin
on the libation, giving customers the
opportunity to spike their drink with
strawberry, raspberry, white peach and
passion fruit purees.
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