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REALLY USEFUL BARGAINS
Alison Cork has some great ideas for the home and garden

BEST OF THE WEEK

AS the UK’s leading conservatory blinds
specialist, Thomas Sanderson gives you more
than one reason to stay at home this summer.
Choose from pleated, pinoleum or metal
venetian blinds, with over 1,000 colour and
styling combinations, to transform your
conservatory into a room you’ll never want to
leave.
Each blind is individually measured,

handcrafted and installed, meaning that
Thomas Sanderson can fit to virtually any
window in your conservatory. And with
specialist fabric technology that reflects the
sun’s rays, Sanderson blinds can ensure your
conservatory is kept cool this summer.
And thanks to its exclusive three for two

summer sale on all blinds, buy two blinds and
choose a third absolutely free. To claim this
discount and to order your free brochure call
0800 220 603 and quote reference 155DB.
Offer closes July 31, 2009. www.tsoffer.co.uk.

Put a hobby
in the frame

INTERIOR DESIGN
Caroline Palk suggests some quirky options for wall art

A series of matching frames can capture personal mementoes

WHEN looking to decorate the
walls of your home, think
beyond the obvious –

picture, prints and photographs – and
consider displaying a more
unpredictable collection or
arrangement instead. Taking this
opportunity to make a statement does
take courage, but the results can be
breathtaking.
Start by re-evaluating what you

already have. A selection of interesting
antique mirrors, distributed
somewhat thinly around the home,
could be represented as a collection
hung together on onewall.Mix convex
with overmantel, dressing with
Venetian, gilt with ebony and so on.
Other mirrored collections might

feature an array of frameless but
interestingly-shaped mirrored glass –
all to be hung in a bathroom with
watery aquamarine walls, and where
plenty of mirror is usually required.
Fill a downstairs cloakroom with

varying sizes of mirror and styles of
frame – yet united by a choice of paint
colour on the frames themselves.
Subtle tones of one colour build up an
interesting elevation, and may serve
the wall around a feature wash hand
basin or vanity unit.
For a feminine dressing room,

papered with a trailing floral design,

look to hang a row of hand-held
looking glasses, normally the preserve
of the dressing table.
These vintage looking mirrors are

both quirky and practical in a dressing
room. You may have enormous fun
hunting them down in local antique
and flea markets, both here and
further afield.
Many of us have specialist hobbies

and interests, making the task of
selecting a theme for wall decoration
an easy one. Dressmakers and
seamstresses may already own a

tailor’s dummy – but look to increase
your collection, with a display of two
or three older pieces. Site them on a
landing or in a guest bedroom as both
decoration and a practical vehicle on
which to drape an outfit or two.
Plane enthusiasts may enjoy

arranging a not-so-perfect model
plane on a wall – the wings, propellers,
wheels all make for an interesting
three-dimensional display.
Nautical-inspired models hold

much the same interest, and with their
striking billowing sails they can be
used as room dividers when sitting on

a sofa table that separates a pair of
back-to-back sofas.
Gardeners could display all manner

of antique tools and equipment.
Handsome tomato sorters, large
sieves, wooden rakes and trowels all
display a depth of patina and wear that
makes them ideal candidates for the
decoration of a huge country kitchen
or boot room wall.
Elsewhere in the home, use huge gilt

picture frames as a means to elevate an
ordinary object into a piece of art. An
antique textile, a kelim rug, a woven
African fabric, an ethnic Asian robe
and so on.
Plate collections as wall decorations

may feel somewhat stuffy, but hang
them with a contemporary wall colour
behind and you may be pleasantly
surprised.
Rich chocolate walls may perfectly

complement a collection of stone and
ivory glazed porcelain, while subtle
dove grey is the ideal foil to a more
traditional blue andwhite collection of
chinaware.
■ Caroline Palk, BIDA member, runs
Ashton House Design, C2 Linhay
Business Park, Eastern Road, Ashburton
TQ13 7UP. Showroom open weekdays
9am-5.30pm, Saturdays 10am-4pm.
Telephone 01364 653563 or visit
www.ashtonhousedesign.co.uk.

Vintage mirrors are
quirky and practical
in a dressing room

JOHN Lewis of Hungerford has been designing
and building quality kitchens for 37 years, and
the wealth of experience it brings is currently
available at a surprisingly affordable price,
making it even more tempting than a glass of
Pimms this summer.
Pictured is the elegant, timeless Shaker style

kitchen hand-finished in Townhouse Blue and
Gypsum, two colours from its delightful new
paint palette.
The cabinetry is available at a super-saving in

the summer sale, discounted by 20 per cent
from £8,749 to £6,999; that’s a saving of
£1,750.
And the freestanding worktable is one of its

beautiful yet functional pieces of furniture. Not
only is this an iconic piece, but it’s also reduced
to a “must-have” price of £636, saving £160.
To claim this offer call 0700 278 4726 or visit

www.john-lewis.co.uk to find your nearest
store.

OFFER OF THE WEEK

The Diary
SO it seems if this week is anything to go by we
may really be in for a hot, hot, hot summer.
About time too. Not wanting to jinx it or
anything but here are some must-haves to
maximise enjoyment out of the sunshine:
■ Nine times out of 10 you take the easier
option to buy ice lollies from the shop. But why
not choose the healthier, more fun option?
Reduce the amount of E-numbers children are
consuming by letting them make their own ice
lollies. Visit www.decuisine.co.uk and check out
the multi-coloured lolly maker for only £4.15.
■ There’s nothing like a cocktail or two to get
you into holiday mode this summer. Thanks to
Funkin you needn’t leave the comfort of your
home to get a cocktail as good as one made by a
top mixologist. Just add the advised spirit and
mix! Perfect for impromptu drinks parties. Visit
www.funkin.co.uk.
■ Lastly, treat your garden to a mini makeover
with asda.com. For £100 you can get all of the
following: a Flymo mini trim and Microlite
mower, a composter, a hozelock multipurpose
hose set, a sprinkler and a round charcoal
barbecue. Visit www.asda.com.

Competition of the Week
THE world’s biggest bed company, Sealy, has
just launched its most technologically advanced
beds to date constructed of individually
designed sleep zones to ensure the best night’s

sleep –the new Posturepedic ranges. To
celebrate this great advance in sleep
technology, Sealy is giving away a
Posturepedic bed (from £1,000).

The new Posturepedic beds are simply the
only ones that tick all the boxes to help you
get the best night’s sleep ever. Visit the
website to see the full range.

To be in with your chance to win one of
these Posturepedic beds just text “hunter” to
83222. Texts cost 50p plus standard network
charge. Visit www.bayswatermediagroup.com
to enter online and for terms and conditions.
Competition closes at midnight on August 4.

For more information on the latest Sealy
Posturepedic ranges visit www.sealy.co.uk or
for sales inquiries call 01697 320342.


